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LONDON COMMON COUNCIL. 


—_--—— 


MEETING REGARDING THE PROPERTY 
TAX. 

At this Meeting the following Resolu- 
tions were agreed to, which have since 
been published in the usual form, and on 
the debate on which resolutions, after in- 
serting them, I shall submit some remarks 
io the reader :— 

BIRCH, Mavor. 

A. COMMON COUNCIL, holden in the 
Ciamber of the Guildhall of the City ef Loadon, 
on Friday, the 9th day of December, 1814; 

Resolved unanimously, That it appears to this 
Court that the Tax upen Income, commonly 
called the Property Tax, was, under circum- 
stances of peculiar national didiculty, resorted 
to as a War Tax only, and its enactment accom- 
panied with the most solemn provisions that the 
saine shoald finally cease at a limited period, 
after the termination of the then existing hostili- 
tics, 

Resolved unanimously, That this Court has 
nevertheless strong reasans to apprehend that it 
és in the contemplation of his Majesty’s Ministers 
to attempt the coutinuation or renewal of the 
said Tax, after its legal. expiration, on the 6th 
day of April next. 

Resolved unanimously, That this Court did, 
upon the first intredwetion of the Tax, declate, 
and bas sinee repeatedly expressed their abhor- 
rence of a system which appeared to them no 
less partial and oppressive in its operation, than 
vepugrant to the free principles of the British 
Constitutioa—partial aod oppressive, inasmuch 
as no distinction is made between Annuities, the 
precarious aod fluctuating incomes arising from 
Trade and other uncertain sources, and the In- 
comes derived from fixed and permanent pro- 
perty—repugnant to the free principles of the 
British Constitution, inasmuch as it establishes 
an edious aad inquisitorial tribunal of Commis- 
sioners, before whom individuals are compelled 
to suborit to the most degrading exposure of 
their private concerns and circumstances; and 
against whese arbitrary decisions, however un- 
jast, they have neither remedy. nor appeal. 

Resolved unanimously, That, without attempt- 





dag te detail the pumerens evils resalting from, 


such a system, it is evident that, rather than un- 
d.rgo such an exposure of their affairs, persons 
in an embarrassed or insolvent state will neces- 
sarily submit to any assessment, however uajust, 
to the great injury of their creditors, aud the 
utter ruin of themselves and families, 

Resolved ananimously, That the nature and 
character of such an Inquisition cannot he better 
described than on the authority of the Anthor of 
the Wealth of Nations, who observes, that ‘‘an 
inquisition into every man’s private circom- 
stances, and an inquisition which, in order to 
accommodate the Tax (o them, watched over all 
the flactnations of his fortune, would be & source 
of such continual and endless vexation as no 
people could support.” 

Resolved unanimously, That experience has 
sufficiently evinced the truth of this opinion, 
and such has been the vexation, injtistice and 
oppression, resulting from the arbitrary.and ri- 
gorous exactions under this novel and hateful sys- 
tem, that it has at length become altogether 
insup portable. 

Resolyef unanimously, That the continuance 
of sich.a system, under any modifications, more 
especially at a time when the people ara 
anxiously looking for relief from the burthenus 
and privations of war, and with equal anxiety 
anticipating reform and retreachment in the na- 
tional expenditure, would, in the opinion of 
this Court, be highly irritating, and no less dan- 
gerous to the State than harassing and oppressive 


to the le. 
Resolv ods nanimously, That a Petition be pre- 


sented to the Hon. the Honse of Commons, 
praying them to reject any proposition that may 
be, introduced for the purpose of continuing or 
renewing, under any modification, the said Tax 
on Property. 
Resolved unanimously, That this Court. de 
earnestly recomm hat Meetings be held ia 










the several. Wz oughout this city, for the 

purpose of pet Parliament against the 

continuance ¢ 1 of the said Tax. 
Resolved ly, That this Court do alw 


recommend that Meetings he held in all the dif- 
ferent counties, cities, and towns throughout the 
kingdom, for the same purpose, 

And a draft of a Petition, prepared agreeably 
to the foregoing Resolutions, was read, agreed 
to,and ordered to be fairly transcribed, aml 

BW 3s 
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"71j 
signed by the Town Clerk, and presented to the 
Honourable Ifouse of Commons by the Sheriffs, 
attended by the Remembrancer, 

Resolved unanimously, That this Court doth 
request the Representatives of this City, and such 
other Members of this Court as have seatsin Par- 
liament, to support the prayer of the said Peti- 


tion in the Honourable House of Commons. 
WOODTHORPE. 


LETTER IV. 
706 THE EARL OF LIVERPOOL, 
ON THE AMERICAN WAR, 





My Lorp,—The Resolutions in the 
©Common Council were moved by Mr. 
Waithman, who, in a very clear and strong 
manner, described the principle and prac- 
tice of the Property Tax ; and Mr. Al- 
derman Wood gave a horrid instance of its 
operation. But it was not ‘till Mr. Al- 
derman Heygate spoke that the right 
string was touched. He said that the 
American war was the cause of the con- 
tinuation of the tax; and that the peo- 
ple ought to petition against that continua- 
tion. He was deceived as to the new ob- 
jects of the war. He does not appear to 
know any thing about those “ marztime 
rights,” of which he talked. ‘The Ame- 
ricans have denied us no maritime right ; 
that is to say, nothing that any writer on 
public law; nothing that any usage of na- 
tions ; nothing that any- principle, any 
maxim, any-practice even of ovr own, at 
any former period, has held forth as a 
right. ‘Therefore, the object of the war is 
now as good, at least, as it ever was ; 
and, indeed, it is now zo¢ in opposition to 
any principle of public law, it being clear, 
that we have a right to make conquests in 
America, if we have but the might. The 
** Whigs,” then, must not think to shuffle 
off to the other side, and to be thought 
consisterit in opposing the war (which they 
at first pledged themselves to support), 
npor the round, that its object has been 
changed. If it has been changed, it has 
been changed ‘for the dctter ; from the 
right of" dpressment tothe right of con- 
quest. a 

But, my Lord, the 
bate, which is most of notice, is 
that” of Sir William . Knight and 
‘Alderman ; or, I believe, faith, a Baro- 
net. He said, that he wished for peace 
with the Americans, but not “till they had 
heen “ confounde My well FLOGGED.” 
This sentiment of Sir William has given 







h, in this de- 
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which jeu d’’sprit exhibits pretty cor- 
‘rectly the view which the Americans wi|| 
take of the matter; I ‘will, theréfore, 
though no admirer of doggerel, insert it 
by way of note*. But, my Lord, this was 
no act of folly in the Baronet. He knew 
well what he was about. Sir William 
Curtis is xo fool, He is, perhaps, as 
much the opposite of a fool as any man in 
England. He knew, that this seemingly. 
blundering phrase was the very thing to 
hit the taste of the far greater part of his 
audience ; and, while they were “ dawg/- 
ing” (as it is said) at 7, he was, in his 
sleeve, laughing at them. He sees, -as 
clearly as you and {f, that there is very 
little chance of our beating the Yankees ; 
but he sees, that it is the folly of the day, 
to speak of them with contempt, and it 
answers his purpose to indulge the senti- 
ment as muelr as he can without prejudice 
to his future election. ‘That man, who 
gives his support to the Property Tax, 
even at this day, and yet contrives, that 
those who so bitterly complain of it, shall 
call him “ onest Will Curtis,” is no fool, 
my Lord ; but, on the contrary, an un- 
commonly discerning and adroit fellow. 

It is now said, that we have relaxed in 
our demands on America, and that peace 
is at hand. I hope itis, with all my 
heart ; but we must not only re/ar; we 
must give up a// demands, before we shall 
have peace. I foresee the likelihood of 
Four attempting to claim the accomplishment 
of the object of the war, if peace be made 
without our formally giving up our claim 
of right to impress people on board of Ame- 
rican ships on the high seas.. Our putting 
this claimed right into practice was the 
sole cause of the war; and, therelore, |! 
peace be made, and this question be passed 





* “THE MICE IN COUNCIL.” 
The Council of Mice (to know what to be at) 
Resolv'd that a bell should be put on the Cat ; 
But, when ¢ome to the pinch, there was no ove 
could tell 
How to find out the heroes to put on the bell. 
So, when AtpermAan Wirt (while his neighbour 
he jogg"d) 
Made a move to resolve, ** That the Yankees /¢ 
foggy a, 
All those look’d about them, who relish’d the 
dash, ; 
To seek for the floggers to lay on the lash ; 
But, looking in vain, in a short time the whole 
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ver in si/enece, we shall, as to the result 
the wai, ‘Claim ungualilied success 5 
aid, J think, L shali hear those same ve- 

:ivriters, Who have long told us, that 
the War Was, om our part, a war for re- 

ing the Americans to unconditional sub- 

lon ; for depositing Ar. Madison ; for 
crtlaguishing anar chical Government, 1 
think, I shall hear these same writers as- 
sert, that a/ we wanted was to maintain 
this smariime right; and that as the 
Americans had made peace, without our 
making any stipulation on the subject, we 
had won the object of the war; and, of 
course, that the war had been just, neces- 
sary, and successful. 

Foreseeing this; foreseeing that they 
will attempt to creep out this way, [, as is 
the custom with vermin-c: atchers, shall 
now beforehand, stop up their hole. The 
case 18 this, we stopped American rae ou 
the high seas, in order, as we alleged, 
impress our seamen from on board of xe m5 
and we not only impressed British sabjects 
but many Republicans along with them. 
Mr. Madison said we had no right to take 
cay persons whatever out of American 
ships on the high seas; and, after com- 
plaintng, for years, in vain, he declared 
war agaimst us, in order to compel us to 
cease this our practice. We were then 
gt war with France, and he was a neutral. 
Our war with France has since ceased ; 
and, of course, our zmpressments would now 
have ceased, though he had not gone to 
war, Qur character of bedigerent and his 
character of neutral ceasing with our war 
against Franee, our impressments would 
iso have ceased, If we make peace with 
him now, and are at war with nobody else, 
we shall, of course, not impress. The prac- 
tice will have ceased. That is all that he 

wants. That is afl that he went to war 
Ie. He needs no stipulation upon the 
subject. He has resisted the practice by | 
force of arms. The practice ceases, and 
‘he makes peace. It may be said, that we 
shall, under like circumstances, revive the 
practice; and, if we do, he will revive his 
resistance, He is not at war to obtain 
from us any acknowledgment that our 
practice was unjust ; for he. does not ad- 
mit the point to be matter of doubt ; 
besides, he knows, that sich ack 
ledgment would be of no use. So that, if 





-we had made peace with him, the moment 


the French peace had caused the excuse 


for impressments to. cease, the matter | 


would haye stood just as it will now stand 
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Without any stipulation on the subject.—. 
Neither party will have given up the point, 
and yet the war will be at an end, the Eu 
ropean peace having taken out of existence 
the ground of quarrel, 

What a pity, then, my Lord, that you 
and your master had not followed my ad- 
vice, and made peace the moment the Kn- 
ropean war was at anend ! Come, my Lord, 
be candid towards me, and contess, that, 
for once, I gave you good advice, By not 
following that advice, you have got into 
what is vulgarly c: alled a hobble. Younow 
perceive clearly, that to contmue the war, 
is to incur a certain enormous expence, and 
to expose the country to great danger of 
further disgrace ; while to make peace, as 
the conflict now stands, is really to be 
beaten ; and, what is still worse, to have 
created, by this very war, a most formid- 
able naval rival. 

Let me now take another article from 
the Times newspaper, that oracle of all the 
fools in England, whether high or low. It 
is full of matter for obse rvation, refutation, 
or ridicule: it is a complete. picture of the 
mass of the public mind upon this subject : 
a mixture of folly, spite, error, and false- 
hood; arid is well worthy of close atten- 
tion, 

“Tf we could give credit to reports 
‘circulated yesterday with much con- 
“ fidence, we should believe that MIs 

‘ nisters had sacrificed the glory and the 
“ best interests of the country by a prema- 
“ture peace with the Americans, at the 
“ moment when the latter are on the very 
“verge of bankruptcy.’ Unfortunately, 
- However, for the credit of this assertion, 
“ we at the same time learn, that most ac- 
“ tive measures are pursuing for detaching 
” « from the dominion of the enemy an im- 
ortant part of his territory. Accounts 
. « From Bermnda to the Lith ult. inform us, 
rg ~ Haat all the disposable shipping in that 
uarter have been sent off to the Missis- 
“ sippi. Sir Alexander Cochrane left Ha- 
7 Ai at the latter end of October for the 
“same destination: and a large body of 


+“ troops from Jamaica was expected te 


* assemble at the same point. Lhe Ame~ 
rican Government has openly manifested 
“such extravagant views of aggrandise- 
“« ment, that our eyes ought to be epened 
“to its measureless ambition ; ; and we 
“ ought to curb its excesses in time. It is 
* donbtless with a view to this just and 

“necessary policy, that Government has 

“ jucurred the ex of such extensive 
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‘s military and naval preparations: and it 
xn hardly be supposed, that whilst they 

* are so largely sacrificing the national re- 
+ sourees with one hand, they will render 
* the object of the sacrifice altogether null 
“with the other. Nevertheless, policies, 
‘‘ that peace with America would be signed 
* beforethe end of the current month, were 
“ yesterday done in the eity so high as 30 
* ouineas to return 100. [t was even as- 
* serted, though without foundation, that 
“the Preliminaries had been already di- 
“ gested, and received the signatures of 
“the Commissioners on the 3d mstant. 
“ We have, however, some reason to be- 
“ Jieve that the speculations on this sub- 
ject ave influenced, m some measure, by 
“‘ seerct information, issued for the. most 
“ unworthy purposes, from the hotel of the 
“ American Legation at Ghent. After 
“« what lias been seen of the total want of 
*- principle in Amcrican statesmen of the 
« Jeffersonian school, the world would not 
“ be much astonished to learu that one of 
“ the American negociators lrad turned his 
“ situation to a profitable account, by spe- 
* culating both at Paris and London on 
“ the result of the negocration. Certain it 
“is that letters received vesterday from 
“the French capital, relative to the pro- 
“ ceedings at Ghent, contain intimations 
* like those which have been circulated 
*“here on American authority, viz. that the 
*‘ new proposals of the British will be ac- 
* ceded to on or before the beginning of the 
“new year, provided that no better terms 
“ canere then be obtamed.——The Liverpool 
“ frigate is arrived at Portsmouth, from 
* the coast of America, as is his Majesty’s 
“ ship Penelope, from Halifax. By these 
“ conveyances various snd contradictory 
* intelligence has been received. On the 
“ one hand, it was reported that an armis- 
* tice had taken place between the troops on 
“* both sides in America: on the other, that 
** General Drummond had defeated Brown 
“and Izard with great loss, and forced 
‘them to blow up Fort Erie, and retire 
** with the shattered remains of their 
* forces to Sackett’s Harbour. The first of 
“these reports is altogether unfounded ; 
“the latter is at least premature. At the 
** date of the last advices Fort Erie con- 
“tinued in possession of the enemy ; but 
x General Drummond, having received ad- 
ditional reinforcements, was expected 
“soon to make an attack’on the position. 





“ Commodore Chauncey’s fleet was. still |“ Portsmouth, in New Hampshire. 1 





‘i 


“ blockaded in Sackett’s Harbour by Si, 
* James Yeo; but it wasnot understood tha: 
*‘ any attack would be made on that place 
“ hy land or water before the winter set jy. 
** Having mentioned our Naval Com. 
* mander on Lake Ontario, it is but rie\): 
“to notice that he is to be succeeded jn 
“ command hy Commodore Owen, as $); 
“ George Prevost is, at the same time, to 
“be by Sir George Murray. Fhe compa- 
“ yatively small magnitude of our Like 


“ squadrons may, perhaps, afford a reason 


(or at least an official arguinent) for not 
‘“ employme one of our first Admirals on 
“that service ; but why one of the first 
“ Generals that we possess is not charged 
“ with the management of so extremely 
¢¢ important a land war, it is difficult to 
“ guess. The Officer thus mentioned may, 


r* for ought we know, be a person of ability: 


“ certainly his name, to those who remem- 
“ ber Ferro! and Tarragona, cannot but be 
“ rather ominous ; but the nation at large 
‘is really indignant at the sort of apathy 
* displayed on this occasion by Generals.ot 
“ higher rank and celebrity, who ouglit 
“ not to have declined the American cow- 
‘mand, merely because it did not prowise 
‘“‘ to be so lucrative as some others, Na- 
“ tional gratitude has perhaps been display- 
“ ed with premature liberality, if those whe 
“ have recerved honours and rewards {ov 
“former services are to hold back, 10 
“ proud indifference, when their country 
“once vmre needs their presence in tiie 
“ field of honour. The American navy 
“grows under the pressure-of a contest 
“with the greatest naval power that c. 

“ested! Paradoxical as this appears, '% 
“is a simple fact; and it proves more 
“ than a thousand arguments the adsolu'e 
“ timpossibility there ts of our concluding # 
“* peace at the present moment, without 
“rendering ourselves the contempt of 0 

“ antagonists, and the ridicule of all the 
world besides. Shall we ALLOW the 
“ Guerriere to get to sea with tmp 
“mity; and to bear to every part o 

“the world a visible record of our shame, 
ip that defeat, which entailed on us 5° 
“many subsequent disgraees ? The new 

“frigate of that name, mounting 64 gus, 

“is at Philadelphia, nearly ready for se’ 

4 The Washington, inethibe ew ship, 

“ carrying 90 guns, is fitting very fast for 

“ sea at Boston : and the Indenendenm, of 
“98, has been recently constructed # 
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«Just mentioned vessel is considered to be | 
‘more than a match for the largest man | 
“of war ever built in England, She is | 
“imanned with a full complement of 1,000 | 
“rine sailors 3 and what is also of the 
“ utmost consequence, her weight of metal 
“rs far supertor to that of any ship in our 
“nury, since her heaviest shot are not less 
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“‘ihan 68-pounders. When we have received | 
“so many melancholy proofs of the effect | 
« produced by this superiority ta weight of | 
“j2ctal, and when we have had no less | 
“than two years and a half to profit by 
“the paiaful lessons, it must indicate ab- 
“ solute infatuation, if we have not adopted 
‘some measures to place our seamen on 
“an equality with those whom they have 
** to oppose.”’ 

And now, my Lord, how different is this 
lanvuage from that of the specches, in 
which the American naval force was de- 
scribed as consisting of * half a dozen fir 
“frigates, with Sits of striped bunting at 
* their mast heads !” JV always said, that 
this war, if continued for any length of 
time, would create a Navy, a formidable 
Navy, in America; and is not this crea- 
fion going on at a vreat rate? Yet, 
while this empty fool is exciting our 
alarms about the Yaukee Navy, he is cry- 
ing ont against peace, because Mr. Madi- 
sows government is on the * very verge of 
“ bankruptcy.” Without stopping to ob- 
serve that this is a servile imication of the 
language of “the great Statesman now no 
more,” in the year, 1794, as to the state of 
France, just 20 years before the war with 
her ended, how stupid must the man be to 
rely upon the financial difficultics of Ame- 
rica, one moment, and the next, represent 
her as creating a great navy quicker than 
navy was ever before created! Pray 
mark the fool, my Lord. He says, that 
“the American navy grows under. the 
“* pressure of the greatest naval power that 
“existed.” Well, and what is bis remedy? 
; ; 

To remove the cause? To take off that 
fecund pressure ? No; but precisely the 
contrary ; for, says he, the fact “ proves 
“more than a thousand arguments the 
© absolute impossibility there is of our 
“ concluding a peace, at the present mo- 
“‘ ment, without rendering ourselves the 
** contempt of our antagonist, and the r7- 
“* dicule of all the world besides,” which 
heing interpreted, means, that the Ameri- 
can navy having grown hitherto under our 
pressure, we ought to continue the pressure, 





in order, to be sure, to make it grow to 30 
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Jarge a size, that we may make peace with 
it without seeming to yield to an inferior 
force. If the words have any meaning, 
this it is. 

But, my Lord, the description of the 
new Yankee ships is false, and wilfully 
false. It comes, it is said, from Habhfax, 
our great naval rendezvous ; and is well 
calculated to provide beforchand for the 
result of combats, which may take place, 
or, perhaps, may aot take place, with the 
Washington, the Independence, and the 
Guerriere. 1 told your Lordship, that the 
American papers said, that the Paskington 
was launched at Portsmouth, in New 
Hampshire ; and that she was a 74. Why 
have these Halifax correspondents swelled 
her up toa 90 gun ship? I have seen, in 
the American papers, nothing at all about 
the Independence ; but 1 know, that the 
official report of the secretary of the Ame- 
rican navy, last year, spoke of no lurger 
ships than 74’s being on the stocks ; and 
if the American navy-board build 90's and 
98's, and charge the people only for 'T4’s, 
the practice there is widely different from 
ours. How many guns the Guerriere may 
carry I know not ; but I believe the de- 
scription of her to be as false as that of the 
other two. But it is but too easy for the 
world to perceive the motive for these ex~ 
agrgerated descriptions of the force of the 
American ships ; and it cannot fail to pro- 
duce a very bad impression, with regard 
to us, amongst the people of America, 
whose eyes are constantly upon us, and 
who naturally and justly seize on all at- 
tempts of this sort, as subjects of the most 
poignant rulicule. 

As to what this foolish man says about 
the future command of our army, why 
should Ae be so very anxious to see “ one 
“ of our first Gencrals” in Canada? He, 
who spoke of the American army with so 
much contempt ? And, besides, how does 
he know, that we have a better than Sir 
George Prevost ? Ina late number of his 
paper, this man observed, that a more fa- 
mous Commander was necessary to prevent. 
our men from deserting. He said :—“ Too 
“ deeply have we felt the disgrace of being 
“ beaten by land and water in the lgst 
*‘ campaign, to tolerate the chance of si- 
“ milar indignities in the néxt. Besides 
“ we daily see stronger reasons for a het aing 
“ short war, when we contemplate the wast- 
“ ingeffect of dilatoriness. Our battalions sf, 
“ fer much from disease, but much more from 


“ desertion. The temptations vo thjs crimy 
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“ which the Americans offer are too strong 
“ to be resisted by numbers of our soldicry. 
“ We must not shut our eyes to the /ad/- 
« brhiy of human nature, to the influence 
“ of example, to the strength of allurement. 
“The dest, the only away to keep the sol- 
“ dier to his colours, is to place him under a 
** commander to whom he can look up wih 
“ pride and confidence, and who will lead 
“him. into active and continuous service 
“throughout a whole campaign.” So, 
then, ihe Americans held out tesptations, 
do they? And the remedy is to send a 
commander that the soldiers shall be prowd 
of, and that shall Acep them constantly em- 
ployed! And this will make them not 
disposed to yield to the Yankee tempta- 
tions! L could point out a better remedy, 
my Lord; and af you will engage, that I 
shall not have my ears cropped off for so 
doing, you shall have my remedy. As it 
18s, I shail*keep it to myself, But what a 
beast this writer must be, or what beasts 
must he look upon his readers as being, to 
talk at this rate! If he were paid by Mr. 
Madison, lie could. not serve bis cause 
more effectually than he now does. 
Lam, &c. &c. 
WM. COBBETT. 








» P.S. The London Common Hall have 
resolved, that they do not like the Property 
Lux; but they seem to like the American 
War very much. [| observed to your Lord- 
ship before, that this was very «njust. I 
do not call it jvolish; [ do not call it 
They 
like the war; they wish to have the war; 
| It is 
Itry shuffling to say, that the tax belong- 
ed solely to the war with France. 


maa knows, that the American war cannot 
_ goon without the tax; and, therefore, to 


‘ 


approve © tir: War Is to approve of the tax, 
as much asthe approving of chicken at 
table is to approve of killing them. 
Fire on Mr. Corsert’s Premises. 
Zo ihe. Proprictor °; the Times Newspaper. 











There is no doubt in my mind, and, I 
believe, none in that of the public, that the 
paragraph which you published some time 
ago, relative to the fire on my premises, 
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they wrote to me, pressing-me to bring anae. 
tion against youand yourassociate calumnia- 
tor of the Hampshire Paper, which I have 
stace heard is published at that sink of sery)- 
lityand corruption, Portsmouth. My answer 
Was, that I scorned a resort to the law 
against any body, who, however basely, 
attacked me through the press, and esp: 
cially against such despicable vermin ; and 
that, besides, I was very sure, that your 
malignant efforts, if they should have any 
effect at all with the Insurance Association, 
would have an effect precisely the contrary 
of that which it was manifestly your wish 
to produce. My insurance was with riz 
Unton Lire AND Fire Insurance A 
CIATION, the chicf offi€e of which is at 
Norwicu. I wrote to the Gflice an exact 
description of the premises; told them 
how the fire happened ; ascribed it wholly 
to the erection of a steaming copper 
in one of the barns sebsequent to the mak- 
ing of the insurance; told them, that I] was 
aware that [ had a very slender, if any 
feval claim; but, at the same time, used 
such arguments as suggested themselves to 
me in support of an egzi 


SSO“ 


uitable claim; and 
offered, if they had any objection to grant 
this claim, to submit entirely to the deci- 
sion of a sole arbitrater, chosen by them- 
selves, from amongst the gentlemen of the 
Bar in this or any adjoining county, pre- 
vided that he came to the spot, and exa- 
mined into all the circumstances. ——I do 
not know, whether your mean malignity 
jhad any weight with the Managers; but 
the fact is, that they chose no arbitrator; 
they took my word as to ¢he cause of thie 
fire; and, with a very handsome letier 
from My. T. Bionold, their Secretary, 
thronch Mr. Wool?frize, their Agent at 
| Winchester, THEY: SENT ME THE 
IAMOUNT: OF THE WHOLE OF 
‘MY CYLAIM.— I am afraid that I have 
‘heen induced to nrake this public acknow- 
ledement of the fairness and liberality o! 
this Institution, not so much from the mo- 
tive of doing it justice, as from that of 
shewing, that your malice is meapable of 
doing harm, where it bas to encounter ho- 
nesty and good sense. I wish 2! your 
readers were like the Managers of this in. 
stitution. We should not then have to !a- 





— 





ment the mischievous effects of , your press 


and which you took, or pretended io take, | with regard ta the rumous, and, as you 701” 


out of “x Hampshire Paper,” was intend- 
ed, as it was clearly calculated, to tny ure 


! 


| 


‘call it, disgraceful, war amainst the Amer'- 
can Republic. We should not, then, bave 


gre with the Insurance Office. Severs!of my to lament that a great “part of this nation 


friends were so fully convineed of this, that has been, and yet are, so besotted as to be- 
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, as firmly as they believe in the Incar- 

stion and the Athanasian Creed, that we 
call depose Mi, Madisen, re-colonize the 
{merican States, and make them help to 
pay the National Debt. Your fellow- 
\abourer at Portsmouth, whose name I have 
vot heard, and the name of whose paper I 
have forgotten, and al] of whose readers 
hive a coarser appetite than some of yours, 
his one, in this case, lengths, | am told, 
to which you, for want of courage and not 
tor want of malignity, have declined to 
follow him. Not satisfied with giving it 
to be understood, that £ would not suffer 
ne “ honest rustics” to extinguish the 
lanes, he has, I am told, published, that 
the thing which [I had erecta: made the 
premises what 1s called “ dowble hazxard- 
vus.”” As it may be of some use (address- 
ing myself now to the reader), to persons 
di pose «lto try the effect of feeding cattle 
vith cooked, stead of raw, roots, to know 
e facts, as to this point, F will here state 

the m.——All that is necessary is, to erect 
u boiler in just the same way that a boiler 
is erected for dre tving or for washing, ex- 
-pt that the boiler for steaming has the lid 





Au tened down, and has a pipe going out of 


it, which pipe conducts the steam into the 
thing containing the roots. The fire-place, 
the flue, or chimney, every thing else is the 
same as ia the case of a common brewing 
copper; and, of course, there can be no 
wore hazard in a steaming boiler than 
Ina brewing boiler, or copper. The 
accident in my case arose thus:—Ln or- 
der to have the roots as near to the 
place of feeding as possible, the boiler was 
erected in an old barn, from one end of 
which ran off, at a right angle, an ox-shed 
of considlerabhe length. ‘The flue, or chim- 
ney, ascended through the szde of the roof 
of the barn, but. was not so high as the 
ridce of the roof. The covering was 
thatch, the wind blew hard from the chim- 
ney towards the ridge, the weather was, and 
had Jong been, verydry, a spark of strong 
wood fire from the top of the chimney was 
diiven against the thatch, which instantly 
was in a blaze, flaming fragments of it 
were driven across the yard (about sixty 
feet) to another barn, to which the ox- 
shed was joined at one end, and the cart- 
house at the other end, other fragments 
dropped on the ox- shed, others on the 
stable ; so that, in less than ten minutes, 
the whole of the buildings, forming a hollow 
square, were in a blaze that was seen in 


the Isle of Wight. prey: -three oxen, | 








twenty hogs, four horses, two asses, all 
the waggons, carts, ploughs, harness, &e: 
tec. were saved by a degree of activity 


and presence of mind, and, indeed, of 


bravery, in my servants, hich Was never 
surpassed, and which not only consoled 
me for he loss*of my buildings, but mi- 
tigated the vexation which | naturally 
felt at the attempts of the ** honest rustics’ 

of the Zimes newspaper to rob me, er 
which robbery was only prevented by my 
enforcing my order of dispersion, which, 


by occasioniag the disappointment of 


thieves, naturally excited theiranger, and as 
naturally drew forth the malice of the Pro- 
prictor ‘of the Times newspaper, and his 
tellow-labourer at Pertsmouth. I chose 
to insure with the Norwich Officc, « cause 
its terms were the fazrest that L had ever 

seen; and, more especially, because I had 
been bri fereep d by several persons, that the 
Office was in the hands of good men, who 
were not in the habit of dragging siniosta- 
nate suflerers by fire into the still more de- 
structive flames of the daw. ‘These were 
the reasons which induced me to imsure 
with this Office, and I now find, by expe- 
rience, that they were well hinwhid: 
W ithout more experience of another sort I 








cannot speak confidently as to the effect of 


feeding oxen with cooked roots. People 
about here ridicule the idea of feeding a 
score or two of oxen in such a way. They 
call the food or-pap! And, when we con- 
sider, that a score of oxen will eat @ ton 
and a half of rata baga in a day; and 
that, during their fatting, they will eat, 
perhaps, two hundred tons of even this 
food, it does, at first sight, seem a wild 
scheme. But when the reader is inform- 
ed, that three buckets of water will cook a 
ton ; that roots, like mine, from four to 
fourteen pounds weight each, require no 
cutting ; that the thing in which they are 
cooked holds three tons ; that there is not a 
pound of waste in each batch; that the 
cattle eat them in a fourth part of the time 
that it would require to eat raw roots ; that 
the labour required is /ess than if the feed- 
ing was with raw roots: when these facts 
are known, the scheme does not appear to 
be so very wild. As to whether this 
mode of fatting cattle will perform the 





bed in less time, and with a smaller quan-" 


of roots than the raw mode, I am not, 
as yet, able to speak with certainty, If 
my opinion were asked, I should say, that 
I thought the former mode would save 


half the time, half the food, and half the 
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dabour, necessary in the latter mode. If 
this should be the case, would not the 
reader think me a very weak man to be 
deterred from the practice by the grinning 
of philosophers in smock frocks, or by the 
fool-born jests of the Editor of a country 
newspaper, who, in the scale of animated 
nature, is barely one remove from the cat- 
tle on whose diet he has the presumption 
to comment ? 






























































SPAIN 
In her state of Deliverance. 


Tt was easy to foresee, that no country in 
Europe would long have to rejoice at what 
was called the Delzverance of the Conti- 
nent; but it was hardly to be expected, 
that, even in Spain, where the worst of all 

ossible Governments has been overthrown, 
the dcliverance would so soon have so many 
persous to complain of its eflects. Amongst 
these effects the punishment of those whom 
-we called “the Spanish Patrtots,” is the 
most striking, though by no means the most 
important. Some amongst us, and I for 
one, never called them patriots ; because 
we never thought, that, if they succeeded 
in restoring Ferdinand they would do their 
country good. We saw, that, if the Bour- 
bons were restored in Spain, the Monks, 
the Inquisition, the Mesta, and the rest of 
the old system would follow. We saw, 
‘that there was no middle course to be 
hoped for: that it must be the Bourbons 
and the old system entire ; or, a new sys- 
tein, and no Bourbons. 

By force of our arms and the weight of 
our purse, the old system entire has been 
restored, This is nothing to be surprized 
at. The only wonder is, that there are 

ersons, who supported the war in Spain, 
ampudent enough to affect, or foolish enough 
to feel, disapporntment at what has taken 
place. ‘That which has taken place was 
the natural, and, indeed, the almost una- 
voidable, consequence of the restoration of 
Ferdinand. What! was there any man 
foolish enough to suppose, that he would 
hecome a constitutional King ? That he 
would be a guardian of civil and religious 
Kiberty ? That he would be a protector of 
the rights of man ? That he would become 

. @ disciple of Sydney, Locke, and Paine ? 
That he would recognize, tz Spain, what 
the Bourbons and what all our monarchical 
writers had declared to he abominable zz 

_ France 2 And who, without the most fla- 
eer. inconsistency, could have censured 
be “French Revolution, and, at the same 
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time, have approved of the Constitution 
which the Cortes had prepared for Fe, 4: 
nand? It was all scandalous hypocrisy to 
pretend, that the war in Spain Was a war 
for freedom. It was a war for the resto. 
ration of the old Government; it hs ye. 
stored that Government; and it ha 
therefore, been attended ‘with conijiii le 
SUCCESS. 

There are persons, amongst the Opposi- 
tion to our Ministers, who complain of 
them for having sazctioned what Ferdi- 
nand is now doing. ‘Ihis charge is very 
foolish and even malicious; because the 
Opposition expressed ther wishes for the 
restoration of Ferdinand, hat was the 
business of the Ministers. They did that, 
and then, of course, they had finished their 
job. The Spaniards, who acted and fouclit 
with us, wanted Ferdinand “ the Acloved” 
to be restored to them ; they wanted to get 
rid of the Userper ; and these things being 
accomplished, they were, of course, left to 
themselves. They had their “ beioved” 
restored to them 3 and then they were leit 
in his “ paternal” hands. 

Our Ministers are blamed for not szler- 
fering in behalf of those “ Patriots,” 
whom the “ beloved” has put in prison, 
and otherwise punished. But in what way 
are they to zterfere 2? Are they to tell the 


King of Spain how he is to rule his people? 


Are thev to dictate laws and modes of trial 
in Spain? Are they to take, in short, the 
Government of Spain out.of the hands of 
her beloved Monarch, and thus do what 
Joseph did? If those, who spoke and who 
fought with us against Joseph find thew- 
selves disappointed ; if they feel the weight 
of chains where they expected the gentle 
pressure of ribbons and stars, they have 
themselves to thank for it. They freely 
chose Ferdinand in preference to Joscph, 


who had put down the Inguisitien, the 


Monks and the Mesta. They declared, that 
Ferdinand was their /aw/ful SOVERCIEN 5 
that they owed him wnalterable allegiance ; 
that itwwas the duty of all Spaniards to 
fight in the cause of his, restoration ; that 
Spain could never. be happy without him. 
And, after all this, shall they complan. 
that we do not interfere in their behal/ 
against him ? f 

The case of the two persons arrested ut 
Gibraltar, and delivered up to the Spanish 
Government, has been made ground ° 
complaint. here ; but, in my opinion, with- 
out reason, by those who were for the wat 





against Joseph. ‘The histoxy of this alla 
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js simply this :—Two gentlemen, who had 
bech wvilers im a journal, containing 
matter displeasing to the Government, 
ferriag its vengeance, go from Cadiz. to 
Cibraitar. Sir James Dutf, our Consul at 
Cudiz, writes to Gen. Smith, Licutenant 
Governor and Commander at Gibraltar, 
telling him that he suspects that such 
persons (naming the two in question) will 
leave Cadiz for Gibraltar ; and observes, 
that he does it, in order that the Gencrdl 
may “decide what he may judge best with 
res spect to their residence in that garri- 
“son.” He then describes them as sed?- 
tious writers. On the same day (the 
isth of May, 1814), the Governor of 
Cadiz, Juan Villavicencio, writes to Gen. 
Smith, requesting him, in case these per- 
sons should go to Gibraltar, to seize them 
and send them to the C ontunnad ant General 
of the Spanish Camp, near Gibraltar, or to 
send them, at once, to Cadiz. ‘The two 
persons, Don Diego Carrea and Don An- 
tonia Puigblane, ai eSve, and are seized by 
General Smith. The Spanish Consul * 
Gibraltar claimed them as Spanish tineess 
General Smith gave them up to lim, and 
he packed them off to Cadiz. General 
Smith justifies his conduct by an appeal to 
precedent. He says, that, in February 
last, four Spaniards having come to Gibral- 
tar from Ceuta, and who being demanded 
as State prisoners, were, at once, sent beck 
to Ceuta by General Campbell, then Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of Gibraltar. 

Now, render, observe, that this precedent 
took place when Spain was under the go- 
vernment of those whom Ferdinand has 
put down and is punishing. Is not this 
Measure for Measure? And, was not 
General Smith to do, at the request of Fer- 
dinand’s government, that which his pre- 
decessor had done at the request of the 
government of our friends the Cortes ? 

Surely a better precedent could not have 
been found. It was doing towards the 
* Patriots” just what the “ Patriots” 
had caused to be done towards their oppo- 
nents. But, it is said, by some, that those 
persons, whom General Campbell sent 
back, were “ State Prisoners.” How 
does that alter the case? They were, in 
other words, persons accused of offences 

against the State ; and so were these two, 
teh General Smith gave up; only these 
two had not yet been actually pat into pri- 
son by Ferdinand, while those who fled 
from the “ Patriots,” had been put into 


DECEMBER 17, 1814.—Spain. 





786 


were less than the offence of the “ Sfate 
“ Prisoners,” they were not sent back to 
a prison, as the others were. And if 
their oflences were such as to cause them 
to be put into prison when sent back to 
Cadiz, surely there was as good reason 
to send them back as State Prisoners, as 
there was to send back those whom General 
Campbell sent back? L am not, mind, 
Justifying the act; T am only shewing, 
that, nf the “ Patriots” /ce/, they made 
others feel in jast the same way before. 
T am only shewing, that the act of General 
Smith was of exactly the same sort, full as 
avreeable to the laws of free n: itions 3 full 
as just ; full as merciful; full as colteisteet 
with the feelings of humanity, as the act of 
General Campbell; and that, 2s the conduct, 
of the latter had not been disapproved of, 
the former might naturally look upon it as 
quite safe to follow his example. 

The Zyes newspaper, nettied at the 
sweet proof which the restoration of Fer- 
dinand has produced of the blessed fruits of 
the long wir in Spain, observes, that we 
were in February last, in alliance with the 
Covernment of Spain. And were we not 
in May last # Were we not, at that time, 
paying subsidies to Fepdinand’ > Are we 
not in alliance with Ferdinand? Ts not the 
Regent now sending out the Order of the 
Gartcr to this “ beloved” Sovercign of the 
Spaniards .? 

And what docs Lord Bathines say to 
General Smith upon the subject? We 
shall do well to see the whole of his letter. 
It is as follows: —* It has been represented 
“to me, that you have delivered up to the 
“ Covernor of Cadiz, certain persons, sub- 
6 jects of his Catholic Majesty, on the re- 
6 quisition of the Governor, ‘without any 
“ * previous communication with his Ma- 

“ jesty’s Ambassador at the Court of Ma- 
“drid; it is farther stated, that these 
“ persons were not charged with having 
“ committed murder, or any other atrocions 
“ crime ; but that the only reason ailered 
“for your being required to give them upg 
“was, that they opposed the political sys- 
“ tem which the Spanish Government have 
“thought proper to adopt, since the re- 
“turn of King Ferdinand the VITth to 
“ Madrid.—T am onwilliag to believe that 
“this representation is corrcef: but’ as 
“there may he some foundation for it, [ 
“ must desire that you will férnish me with 
“any correspondence which may have 





passed ‘between you and thé Governor of 


prison. If the: offences of these two men | “ Cadiz, or any agent of the Spanish Go- 
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“ vyernment, upon this subject.—That you 
“may not be misled at any time by the 
“ urgency with which it is possible similar 
“ yequisitions may be made to you, 1 have 
“received the commands of his Royal 
“ Highness the Prince Regent, that you 
“uniformly decline giving up to the Spa- 
“nish Goverument any person who may 
“ have taken refuge in Gibraltar, wethoud 
“a previous communication with kis Ma- 
* gesty’s Ambassador at the Court oj 
“ Madrid.’~——-What is this? Here is 
nothing condemning the principle of such 
seizing and giving up. Here is no repre- 
sentation agaist it, as hostile to any piin- 
ciple af public law. Here is no censure 
of the practice generally. But merely an 
admonition te consult with our dmbassador 
before any act of the sort 1s cowmitied 11 

Juturc. Here is, indeed, a tacit acknow- 
ledgment, that we have the rzgAt to sur- 
render whom we please. The present act 
is censnred merely on the ground of its 7- 
expediency. If the English Ambassador is 
of opinion, that persons should he given up, 
jt is here plainly meant, that they may be 
given up, let what consequences will follow. 

Besides, how does the Times newspaper 
reconcile its censure of General Smith with 
its doctrines respecting Lnglishmen vt 

America, ov on board of american ships ? 
Jt has called the American Government 
by all sorts of vile names, because it would 
not seize and give up deserters from our 
ships. It justifies the practice of seizing 
and > carrying away by force any British 
subject, found in an American ship, in time 
of pence. So that, supposing a seditiots 
“wreter,” intime of peace with America, 
to be gom’ from England to America, be 
can, acecrdin: to the Zuimes newspaper, be 
lawfully seized, even in the harbour of 
New York, and brought back to Vingland, 
If he can be seized and forced away, surely 





} 
é 


he may be given up; and, if given up ina | 


ship, why not in a fortress 2 


rit : ° ° 
lo retura toe the situation of the S 


4 


here, that the nation is now most erie- 
vously oppressed. But I do not had, that 
Ferdinand has done anv thing more than 
restore. He has restored everv thing. 
He is going on as fast as he well can to 
make Spain what it was before Napoleon 
entered it. be is putting. up all that Na- 
poleon pulled down. The Spaniards, Mr. 
Alcerman Birch told his fellow-citizens, 
were fighting with us for their homes and 


pa- | 
miards, it is stated in the pubite prints | 


——-9- 
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aud the dioly Inquisition along with them, 
And yet, we seem not to be pleased! W, 
ure a strange “* thinking people.” 

ww Oo 4 . 

We are a people very hard to please ; {; 
while we find fault with the Kine of $ 
» . ’ . . ' . . . 
for having gone too far in the work of co 
i ter-revolution, we find fault with the Kine 
fof France, or with the French people, for 

eyes t. ens yt 
WoL LOLNE far crougiein ike sameway. Vey 
| we want to sce the Sezgnewries, the tys/ 


7 
5 


; Padi} 
} 
n 


fl and allrestered. We want to see restored 


| the re every abuse, every eppressive insti- 
tution and regulation ; ali the whole of that 
despotism, for submitting to which we for- 
;merlv called the I'rench séaves. In short, 
the writers, who thus meddle with th 
affairs of France and Spain, wish to sce 
both nations reduced to slavery and misery, 
aud every other nation upen the face of he 
earth. They are never easy if there bx 
any people enjoying, or likely te enjoy, 
‘freedom from plunder and oppression.— 
Their reasons for this, l love my health too 
‘well to state Aere 3 but L will find the means 
of stating them, or cansing them to he 
Stated, and in prvi too, in spite of every 
thing that can be done to prevent it. These 
enemics of the happiness of nations ; these 
defenders of plunder and oppression in al! 
countries 3 these ‘corrupt miscreants ai 
displeased with Derdinand, because he has 
not acted the part of a Aypocritecal despot ; 
| because he has, at once, come back plum) 
| to the mark; because he has made even 
our partizans cry out; because he has 
| given to the world so complete and striking 
|a proof of the difference between his Gy- 
'vernment and that of Napoleon. Z/vs, 
and this only, is the cause of their displea- 
sure at.his acts. 
Weil! there let the Spaniards remain ; 
let them enjoy all the benefits of having 
| Grandees, Scigneurial Courts, the Mesta, 
‘the Monks and the Inguisition, Yet the 
invasion of Spain by Napoleon, whatever 
Ris intentions might have been, has been 
productive of one great benefit to mankind. 
it may lead to the emancipation of South 
America; but it Aas stocked North Ame- 
rica with fine-wooled sheep ; it has enabled 
cight or ten millions of free men not on'y 
to make their own woollens, but to exper? 
wool, and that, too, as good as ever grew 
ia Spain. This, of itself, is a great revo- 
lution in the affairs of the world. It will 
be a great cause of intercourse with the 
American Republic ; and if that Republic 
retain the priaciples on which it was found: 
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There will, in spite of every thing that 
despots of all sorts can do, always be an 
asyium for the oppressed ; always a great 
and striking example of the happine 3s en- 
joved by those who choose thee own 
ruicrs, and amongst whom bribery and cor- 
yuption are unknown. 





AMERICA, 


Mr. Cossetr,—It appears from the 
nevociations at Ghent, that we have de- 
manded a new boundary line; that the 
Republicaas shali prive up part of their ter- 
ritory, including thos a whereon, it 
is said, they have dejeated us. As to the 
Americans having def: nated us, [ do not 
believe a word of it 3 it mast be all false ; 
it is impossible that those poor ragged Re 
publicans should defeat a brave, rich, 
learned people, like us, who live ender a 
Constitation of King, Lords, and Com- 
nions. Nobody believes it but the enemies 
to our Government, the Jacobins and Le- 
vellers, who would overturn social order, 
and our holy religion, But it seems these 
wretched Republicans, these American 
vermia, are not willing to accept our 
modest proposals. Nothing will do, I see 
plainly 5 nothing will do, but atterly to 
destrey these rascals; there must not be 
left a man alive among them ; not one, 
not a single individual ; they are not fit to 
live 5 not fit to breathe the same air that 
we breathes ; not fit to walk on the same 


globe. AW hat right have they to property 
or territory ? Are they not Republicans ? 
Have they not a pure Representation ? 


And are they not a nest of Atheists ? 
Why, the poor wretches have no esta- 
blished religion, no bishops, no tythes, and 
no rates. It is not casy to conceive of a 
people in* a more contemptible condition, 
and yet they have the matchless impudence 
to refuse to give up a part only of their 
territory v, including those Lakes, whereon, 
it is said, and falsely said, they’have de- 
feated us. { expect, then, to see shortly 
these infidels completely annihilated, by 
the naval and. military power of Great 
Britain, whose cause, as Mr. Ponsonby 
is reported tohave said in‘ the House of 
Commons, has always been that of justice 
and of /iberty ; and thus, I trost, we shall 
maintain our ob/e character to the very 
last.. That we can easily accomplish this 
task, no one but an enemy to social order 
and our holy religion will dare to doubt, 
or question, I shall rejoice at this event, 
ing one of the happiest, most reli- 


DECEMBER 17, 1814.—Amerita.—Cheap Bread, §c. 





‘ 





they appear 


790 


gious, most humane, and most triily moral, 
that ever took place since the creation of 
the world. As for you, Mr. Cobbett, 
though I do not wish to be personal, yet £ 
tell you i:cul.ly, that you are net a bit bet- 
ter than Mir. pt ed himself, who will 
shortivy be deposed.—Your’s, &ca 
Dec. 1814. KF. 





Sir,—You have protiably read, in the 
Times of Saturday, a report of the debates 
in the Common Council on the subject of 
the Property Tax ; whence we learn, that 
an Aldermanic orator, adverting, to this 
sanguinary Aime ‘ican war, from which 
flow such quantities of blood and tears, 
observed, he hoped to see the Americang 
‘ confoundedly fiogged,” betore the contest 
should terminate., How Sir Wm. Curtis 
acquired his imputed great maritime knows 
ledge, I pretend not to know ; probably in 
his toy- -shop of a yacht, sO highly cclee 
brated for tartle, and vulgar gormandizings 
But I could, im truth, venture to assure 
this civic Demosthenes, that could his 
delicate frel lings but permit him to enter the 
»ublic- houses, i in the immediate vicinage of 
Wapping-docks and the Tower, and ask 
for a pint of beer, he would hear the ex- 
pression of sentiments, and “ doctrines,” 
about being “ confoundedly flogged,” which 
might, perhaps, at once astound and unde- 
ceive him. At least, to my understanding, 
eminently opposed to those 


Whe- 


held by our most esmencnt civilians. 


ther they are ‘ sound,” or unsound, is a 
question Lam unequal to discuss.—1 am, 


God knows, Sir, no politician, (though the 


class is so i@merous) but humbly presume 
this worthy Alderman would acquire a far 


more sound title to the gratitude of his 


country, and the loud pleadings of sufler- 


ing humanity, were he to exert his weiphty 
influence in effecting “a speedy peace, and 


* soon.”—I beg you to excuse this intru- 


sion, and am, with very great respect, &c. 
A Constant READER. 
Westminster, Dec. 12, 1814. 
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CuHear BREAD AND HicGH ont 
Sir,—I have waited with considerable 


anxiety, in the expectation that some mea- 
sures would haye been taken, at the late 


Parliamentary Meeting, for the protection, 


or rather relief, of the farming interests ; 


by which, however, I would be understood 
to desixe the general good, rather than the 
henefit of any particular, class. It must 


jhe etident to every man io the least con- 
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versant with farming, that to grow corn, 
under the present circumstances, is to 
court certata ruin, for it needs no denion- 
stration to understand, that, with our rents, 
rates, tythes, and taxes, direct as well as 
indirect, occasioning an immense expence 
jn jabour, &c. we cannot grow it for so 
little as double the price at which it can 
be grown-where there are no tythes, no 
material reuts, or taxes, and where Ja- 
bour is consequently far more reasonable 
than with us. ‘There are, therefore, evi- 
dently only two paths which our Govern- 
ment, under such circumstances, can pur- 
suc . the one isto pass a law prohibiting 
the impertation of foreign corh, except at 
ceriaia high prices, which would be mani- 
fesiiy unjust towards the population of this 
country : the other to reduce the expences 
attendant on British agriculture to a level 
wit!: those of other countries. Now, Sir, 
it appears to me that for the Government 
to say to the people of this country, the 
moment that peace (after a war of long 
misery and great deprivations) ts attained ; 
to say to them that they shall not buy cheap 
bread, though it is so eaten over the whole 
world besides, and though the farmers and 
-governors af those countries are cheertully 
so tendering it to us ; to say to them that 
they shall eat it at double or three times 
the price to enable the farmer to pay his 
taxes to Government, would be a language 
that they neither could or would under- 
stand. The interests of the belly, Sir, 
ace well known to be far stronger even 
than Borough interests, and, with the bulk 
of the people, supersede all other conside- 
rations, In this case no doubt justly, for 
‘at was not the bulk of the people that 
umade the late war, nor was it made. for 
their benefit, nor have they derived any 
whatever from it. It was a war for 
crowns, and kingdoms, nobility, property, 
-and -old establishments. Thus ‘t is that 
the bulk of the people argue, whose labour 
and whose sweat continue to be, and 
whose blood has been, so severcly taxed. 
The Government is aware of that feeling, 
and af they attempt a Bill of thet sort it 
‘will not be withont fear and trembling ; 
‘and, in my opinion, thoueh still strong in 
reyutars and militin, it will pot pass. On 
the other hand, Sir, it is well understood 
to he the first and most important duty of 
every Government, if possible, to cause to 
be raised food within itself sufficient for 
the consumption of its population ; (wit-, 


ness the latefatal-case of Norway)}rother- 
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wise im times of scarcity in those countries 
whence the necessary supplies are derived, 
or in war, we should be entirely at their 
mercy, and reduced to the most dependan: 
and tiumiliating conditien. It appears to 
me, then, that ultimately all tythes, taxes, 
and other expences, jacluding a large por 
tion of present rents, which bear on and 
oppress agriculture, must be removed 5 and 
L am the more confirmed in this Opinion, 
because it is evident that, with the esnal 
skill obtained in manufactures by rival and 
neighbouring pations, it is necessary cup 
manufacturcrs should be fed as cheaply os 
theirs are, cr we cannot, by any possible 
means, compete with them in foreiyn 
markets. ‘To depend on our machinery, 
or superior capitals, is manifestly absurd, 
because the expericnee of ages, as well as 
of every honr, teaches us that capital and 
industry will always study their own inte- 
rests, and wiil pass with meredible rapi- 
dity to those countries whence most ad- 
vantace is to be derived from their employs 
ment. <A little delay will, I think, prove 
the truth of my assertions. Capitai will 
emirate as eur population, noble, gentle, 
country of their contributions, and leaving 
to those who'remain, the agreeable task oi 
making good the deficit occasioned by their 
absence. I confess the system has its 
difficulties ; to withdraw the revenues now 
raised from the land, will make a great 
hole in the ways and means, particularly 
during the continuance of this blessed 
American war. But to continue them 
would as evidently, .in a very short space 
of time, make a much greater. Our pe- 
riod of difliculty, long ee aod long 
since, and often foretold, is at Jength ar- 
rived. Our public credit totters ; our 
steck-holders, our dependants on Govern- 
ment, and. even our Government itself, 
may be compared to a hage pyramid re- 
versed, which the lapse of time, and_ne- 
lect and abuse, has undermined. Skil- 
ful hands. may preserve it upright for 
awhile, but no certainty exists ; and when 
it. falls, “ great will be the fall thereof.” 
Lam, &c. A Farmer. 
Dec. 3, 1814. 
Liserry OF THE Press AND FREE 
Enquiry. 

“ Sophistry may perplex truth, ingenvity may 
warp the decrees of justice, and ridicule may 
raise an undeserved langh; but where free 








enguiry prevails, errers will be gorrecteds 
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Jinements of science, “ the blessed comforts 


j 

injustice will be reversed; and ridicule will 
be retorted on those whe abuse its influence.” 
“The first object ina free Siate is to preserve 
the liberty of the subject, andthe chief secu- 

rity for freedom is the Liberty of the Press.”’ 

Ensor’s ** Independent Man.” 
Ma. Connetrr,—Il have selected the 
above quotation, or motto, from a modern 
work of much celebrity, to vive sanction 
io the subject of this lette 4, Which appears 
tv me of more consequence in proportion 
4s school-craft, state-craft, and pricst-crait 
are promoted and extended. I was in 
hopes, from the public expression which 
you saw evinced towards Daniel Isaac 
Katon, that we should not have had ano- 
ther instance of persecution to have dis- 
craced the history of this “thinking and ea- 
ii chicned nation.”—But I find that Mr. 





George Houston is sentenced to two years 
imprisonment, and a fine of two handred | 
pounds, for being the author of a xo0k ea- | 
titled Ecce Homo, which the late Mr. Eaton | 
published. From my personal knowledge | 
of Eaton, and the continual expressions of | s 
zeal he always used upon subjects connect- 
ed with the Liberty of the Press, I wa 
much surprised that he should have aie 
up the author of this work. But when, to 
my sorrow, TL recollect, that he was 7; ght | 
times ex-offictoed, bis ape, his infirmities, 
his poverty, and the times in which he 
lived, I freely confess there is more cause | 
for any wonder that reason found in him 
such a bold and steady advocate, and the 
Press, that engine more powerful than 
gold, such a firm supporter. Alas, Sir! 
where shall we néw find, in the dominions 
wf the House of Brunswick, another “ Ra- 
* tiocinatory, or Magazine for Truth and 
** Good Sense.” —~It is ridiculous to beast of 
the Liberty of the Press, with these in- 
stances of punishment upon record for mat- 
ters of opinion; and it is the height of 
hypocrisy to hold ourselves forth as the ad- 
vocates of truth, and as examples of cha- 
rity and benevolence, whilst we supinely 
pass over such events without censure. 
Tn vain may we plume ourselves on the re- 


“ of social order, and our holy religion,” 
whilst we hourly manifest a disposition to 
burn unbelievers like straw. It is true 
the faggot and the stake are laid aside ; 
but banishment, fine, and imprisonment, 
punishments more revolting, because more 
crue] and degrading to the Luman mind, 
are daily substitated in its place.—Nor 





will this polity want advocates aud gup- 


¥ 
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porters, as long as it is thought a dxty “ te 
“honour and obey the King, and all that 
“are put in authority under him 3 to sub- 
‘mit ourselves to all our governors, 
“ teachers, spiritual pastors, and masters, 
** to order ourselves lowly and reveventiy te 
‘ all our betters,” as well as (a fundamen- 
tal doctrine in religion) to fear God. 
Those’ whom we choose to call Pagans, 


knew better, whilst Seneca, and him whese . 


name 1 assume, favghé differently. You 
have often very properly drawn the atten- 
tion of your readers to ‘the Liberty of the. 
Press in this country, ‘ and you have shewa 


‘that,on all other topics but politics and reli- 


gion, the “two only generally necess: ary 
“to salvation,” without cither ba iptisin oF 
supping with the Lord, we are very well 
off. But on these subjec ts, which ought to 
be the chief of our thoughts, [ do not con- 
ceive it possible to be worse. Occasionall 
we find an individual bold enough to offer 
to our frigid faculties, ideas calculated te 
es our minds, enlighten our under- 
tandings, and warm and exhilivate our 


-| hen ; but these, like a too early sun- 


shine in the uncertain solstice, only bring 
forth fruits to be speedily cut ofl—their 
beauties, and theirqualitics wasted, and 
the spot to be no longer interesting than 


| containing their untimely remains moulder- 


ing into dust. A work of this deseription 
is now before me, entitled “ Aateriads for 
Thinking,’ by William Burdon, from 
which I transcribe part of the last chapter, 
requesting a speedy insertion. It alludes 
particularly to this subject. This work 
ought to be generally ¢ irculated and véad, 
for in the short preface we are informed, 
that “ the great purpose of the prescut un- 
“ dertaking is to lessen the eflcet of pre- 
““judice, diffuse the comforts of society 5 
“ and,if he should contribute to keep alive 
“¢ discussion, and induce some few among 
“ mankind to adopt more liberal principles 
“ of conduct, his intentions will be fully 
“ answered.” VARRO. 
“REMARKS ON THE Birnie Socrerirs.— 
In committing this part of my beok to the 
public, which contains a, direct attack 
upon the divine authority of the Seri ipturesy 
I feel that I am liable to some sms!) risque 
of adding another martyr to the cause of 
truth, and I have a recent example of per- 
secution before my eyes in the punish- 
ment of D. I. Eaton, sufficient to terrify 
men of stouter nerves than myself; but 
I cannot, I will not believe, that, at this 
enlightened period, it can be considcrey 
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Cfimieal to Gisezss the merits of a book 
ty some held sacred, provided the discas- 
sina be condetted with decency and mode- 
fstien; yet even were the otmest scar- 
tility, vulgarity, and abuse emplered to 
fender it contemptible, sarely they who 
are convinced of its divime origim, can 
never fezr the use of any Autz:za means to 
degrade it ia the eves of the world; for if 
the arguments by which it ts assailed are 
wosound, they may be repelled by sounder 
arguments; and as to abase, if x ever does 
harm, it cza oaly be for a se2zsoa, and will 
ultimately reco:l upon these who employ it. 
At any rate, if the religion I have proposed 
to examine ts from God, no effort of mine, 
Ror of any other man, can destroy x ; for 
Ged will defend his own with a power 
which no homan efforts can successfully op- 
pose.— Mian may be strong, but God must 
be stronger ; and, according te the Heathen 


maxim, FATE IS STRONGEST OF ALI.— | 


A less period than fifty years, I trust, will 
give to infidels of ali descriptions, the at- 
most liberty to profess their opinions. Re- 
ligion” may ‘suffer from sach a toleration, 
but morakiy can never suffer from the ut- 
mast {réedom ofdiscussion ; for morality is 
founded on the common intcrest of man- 
kiad, which will always prove its best pro- 
tection ; and even Christianity, so far as 
it is practicable, whatever may become of 
its doctrines, will maintain itself as a sys- 
tem; or rale of conduct, while it 1s found 
consistent with general utility. But to 


. « ~ ‘ * * t 
give it 2 fair'trial. it must have no erternal | 


support from fear or interest. The sole 
metive by which I have been actuated in 
this and all other writings against Chris- 
tianity, ts to make men more reasonable; 
‘and surely no one can be a greater bene- 
factor to his specics than he who teaches 
them to exercise their reason. Implicit 
belief is the parent and preserver of error, 
aod, what is most extraordinary, it gene- 
rally assumes the appearance of reason ; 
for men oftencr employ that faculty to de- 
“fend their belief than*to examine it, and 
therefore there can be no greater bar to the 
Suprovement of reason, than the restraints 
Laid upen it hy religion.” 

_ After a fair and dispassionate review of 
_ the varisus books of the Bible and Testa- 
‘ment, and the forms of worship in the 
te oe hook, Mr. Burdon observes, “ I 
belteve ifthe Bible can he read impartially, 
without any preconceived notions, the mo-. 
rality it contains will find its way to the 
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'waile its dectrines will be left aalr 
pezzle divines. Let the Bible, therefore, 
iE disseminated 2s widely as possible, with- 
}out gloss or comment, and even if it seme. 
(times dees harm, it will do mech socd - 
ifer there is mo beok extant of its siz 
t which contains more entertaining histers, 
jor more usefal morality. Bat never kt a 
| be forced upon any description ef people ; 
| fet all mations have the means of readies 
pat, if they will, bat let no wadee meen: bk 
| ened to put it im the hands of these who 
have no wish forit. The Enclish natiea 
ss the most combastible, the most easily 
set on fire, of any nation upon earth ; 
and as a proof of this, it & trelr 
|ridicalous to see the prevalence of 
| fasfaor ia the increase of Bible Societies. 
fam far from wishin to discountenance 
er ridicule the Bible; for, when read 
without relizicus bias, it cannot fail to be 
useful ; but to see men of all ranks and 
descriptions, of the most opposite habits, 


| sentiments, and persuasions, -unitine te 





cram the Bible down the threats ef all pa- 


| trons, people, and languages, with unds- 
criminating violence ; te see men the mest 
profligate in their private conduct, the 
most epen despisers of religion in ther 
lives and conversation ; men who have nerer 
read one word. of the Bible since they 
were at school, and hardly know what it 
contains ; to see ail these men, and wo- 
men too, hurrying to subseribe ta what i 


| their hearts they care not a farthing about, 


is just as ridiculous as te see’ them crowd- 
ing to a ball or a masqgerade.—By those 
who are unwisely sangtine as to the im- 
provement of human nature, the Lencas- 
terian system of education is held up as the 

or universal remedy, for ‘all the 
evils of society ; an@ we are very coni- 
dently told, both by christians and philese- 
phers, that when all men are tanght te 
read and write there will be no more 
crimes, no more vice, no more misery Mm 
the world! Beliéving, as I firmly do, 
that these thing: are inherent im the sys 
tem, as correctives of the great origiva! 
defect, I am not'so earnest in my hopes of 
general melioration, or so Sanguime as mAuy 
ef my friends in believing that we have 
arrived at the commenceniént of “2° #et? 
era; for I do believe, that; even “after all 
men, women, and én are tancht f° 
write, there will still be much vite ane ™ 
sery in the world. Nevertheless Iwill 
cheerfully contribute my mite towards the 
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mer, and also my opiaiea as te farther ~ 
owemaent ia edseating the rich, for ail 

¢ sacerty are not to be found ia a 
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Ov Reuictovs Prrsecerrox. 
LETTER It. 
- Relegwon by compelsion & ne longer rehzgiea ; | 





t must be by perseasion, aed wat by coe | 
raint. Relicwe is wader we qpeteeel, aad | 
‘*: caneet be directed by power.” 
Lacraxrivs, LB. $ 

Sr2,—— Burpex, ia bis admirable chapier oa 

| deralily ef Seatimeat, savs, “The expericace | 
ihe werld saiécientiy proves, that there are 
sardl¥ @Ry opimseas in themscives destractive of 
the peace ef society: KX is aet episieas which 
do harm, but the epepositien to them ; many er- 
os, which would bave withered away before 
the light of time and reasoa, have crewa strong 
and vigorous by beieg entouatered, aad the | 


-, 


very force by which they were opposed has | 
cesiroyed many thousand lives, and left the api- | 
mons which it meant te rovi eu confirraed and 
strengthened.” —Every persen of common ob- 
servation aad reficctien must, in my humble 
opinion, feel the propricty ef these remarks. 
Seppese, for instarce, that our ¢ vivid gr Eecle~ | 
siastical Geverners were to censider the fere- 
rable Mrs. Jeaana Sowthcoit an Impostor, whose 
pretensieasand dectriacs were derogatory te the 
heavar of our hoiy religion ; and «ere prompted, 

ander that idea,to persecuie her and her follow- 
ers, would net that circumstance, I ask, be the 
means of extending her fame, cansing her nu- 
merous writings, both in peeiry and prose, te 
be more generally read ; aad, as they have al- 
ready gained her many thousand adherents, be 
productive of as many thousand more; who, 
being excited by ceriesity, and the love of no- 
velty, so predominant iff the homan breast, 
might perhaps, like the carly Christians and many 
ef their posterity, deem the scorn and mockery 
ef the world an infallible test of the Truth of 
her mission? And migh‘ not those who have been 
many years true believers in her doctrine, be 
indaced to strengthen the boads ef frieadship 
among. themselves, to keep more. stedfast io 
their faith, aod adhere more strictly to the par- 
ticular notions or prejudices to which they had 
been so Jong accustomed ? Phose who are at all 
acguainted with the history of past ages, or-with 

haman nature in general, yust acknowledge this 
as they will be well 
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' farmed people, te the 
' became their memory will remiad them that no 
) system.of error er superstition, bas ever existed 


ithe civil er ecclesias!. 


3 


sa Ci 
— Relies Porsecahen. 


ree 


ia their coarse. Bat, oa the ether hand, if we 
were te admit, fer the ake ef arguement, that 
the mew Milleaial System of this Lacy, &, te 
tvalizy, a deles@a, a 2oax epea the pablic, ear 
& cavmiagly devied fable, ke maay ethers ia 
days of yere, leveated to beleel aad reb @an- 
kied. thee I weald ask, whether by treating 
with perfect indifference, or passing KR ever with 


| Stems coatempt, as beieg tee ridicvlow: and 
bdes; vicable te merit (heir watice, aad sefferieg & 


. eltionate! y te mar itelf Oy is ewe absarditr, 
with the Fall confidence that every species of 


)impestere west in the ead sdrick befere the 


touch ef time, the impartial trier of all things) 


i jestead of raisiag it ete wadeserved impartacce 


by 2 pastenate opposities,—it weeld set be 
likely te siak inate that adlivien they wished ?— 

thiak I shall have the assent of most well in- 
fedectivnas I hare drawa, 


cor supperted by 
cal power. Teeagh I 


. vere 
lone whee neither persecuted 


| would by mo means icfer frem this, that the 
' Christian religion itself might eet have beea in 


existegee at this day, if the aval aad enthusiasm 
ef its first foceders had uct beca stimulated 
and strengthened by the Aar@ships they had 
te underge, and the example oftheir feender ; 
ner, oa the other hand, would I argue that it 
owes its coatiadance, and its preseat presperity, 
to its being protected by monarchical aad aris 
tecratica] Gevernments, or, whal seme wonld 
profaacly call, the cdaulferens union of Church 
and State; though Joha Bigiaad, a very able 
modern writer, aed aincere Christian, eben 
endeavouring to prove the alvaotegrs@fa State 
Religion, aad to apolagise for the eaormeus pa- 
trimony and ecclesiastical caclaments powrwed 
by the priesthood of this country, has not hesi- 
tated to say, “ That if the Church establishmeat 
“had not been put upon a respectable festing, 
* by jediciously assiguing a part of the Inaded 
“ property of every country for its support, the 
*“ Christian Religion, degraded and rendered 
“contemptible by the abject situatian ef its 
“* Minisiers, would, before this day, have either 
“been totally extinguished, ot have degeee- 
** rated inte a mass of superstitions and absurdl- 
* ties, whicl would have reduced it nearly to 
“ the level of Paganiun,” These extraordinary 
sentiments from so serious and respectable an 
author, present a wide scope for comment; bat 
as I should he digressing too far from my wh- 
ject, [shall leave the reader to make his owa 
reflections, and be cosfent with saying for my- 
self, that I would be extremely sorry to spewk 
thus of a religion which I believed to be of 
divine origin, No! 1 will never enteriais co 
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degrading 2n idea that is essential to the exist- 
ence and credit of our holy faith, that it should 
be amalgamated with the myentions of men. It 
is a libel upon the great Author of Nature, to 
suppose our religion a revelation from him 


for our salvation, and yet that it needs 


man’s assistance t» keep it from perish- 
ing. If 1 believe it an emanation from the 
Almighty, it will be much mere consistent 
for me to agree with Seame Jenyns, ** That pure 
** and. genuine Christianity ncver yas, nor ever 
“canbe, the national religion of any country 
“upon earth. Lt isa gold too refined to be 
** worked up with any human Institutions with- 
‘Sout alarge portion of alloy ; for no seaner is 
** the small grain of mustard seed watered with 
** the fertile showers of civil em iuments than it 
“* grows up to a large and spreading tree, under 
“the shelter of whose brapehes, the birds of 
** prey and plunder will not fail to make for 
“ themselves comfortable habitations, and thence 
“deface its beauty and destroy its fruits.” 
What a contrast is herc, between the sentiments 


‘of the defender af Priests, and all the appen- 


dazes. with which they have loaded religion, and 
those of the advocate of Chrigtianity in the 
Purity .and simplicity in which it is represented 
to have been first propagated ; and hew much 
more congenial the opinions of the latter with 
the idea of, apeystem instituted by a Supreme 
Beiog—ia which ligst, in the present instance, 
2 mean to consider that which was jaught by 
Jesus asthe will of his Father. 

if all geod Christians admit the Divine origin 
af theimraligion, (and, L believe, there are none 
that «lispiite 2) they must, at the same time, ac- 
know ledge that their Gop is¢ capable of proteci- 
ing and supporting the revelation of his com- 
maids, in Whatever manner his infinite wisdom 
deems best, hecause they ascribe to the Deity, 
minong various other attributes, those of Omni- 
potence, Omniscience, and Prescience, How 
absurd, then, by their ceneral eogduct to belie 
this profession -of belic!; for, if Gop is all- 
powerful, all-wise, aud fore-kuewing, how is he 


capable of receiving an injury ? How can he 
want the assistance of such pigmies as men ? Or 
when and where did he ever appuint any of us his 
counsellors, that we should presume to know bis 
mind, require us to be arbiters between him and 


our neighbours, or execatiouvers to destroy each. 
@iher for ofendiag hin? 1 am aware that the 
Jearned and elegant Dr. Biackstanc, in his inge~ 
niows Apology for the Laws of England, devo.es: 


‘achupter t Offences agcinst God ata Retigion, 
‘andcnaumerates the various. punishments, ayhich 


the Legislature, in behalf of the Almighty, have 


thought expedivnt to inflict for the commission 
of them, Barhé does not siate from wliat 
- of Sacred Writ they. derive their authority for so 
‘@oing. When we execute a wiyrderer, or a hovse- 
breaker, we do not pretend it js because he has 


. % 
[eae me. 





offended Gop. We do not take his life as ay 
atouement for his crime.—No! we are taught by 
our religion that he will be tormented hereafter 
for that. We only, from necessity, remove him 
from society, as a dangerous member of it, wpen 
the same principle that we would ampuiate a 
mortified limb, and hang him up as aa example 
of terror, teact upon the motives of man’ as a ne- 
cessary agent, that he may be excited to obey the 
Laws, and deterred from the infraction ef inem, 
How presumptuous.and how arrogant then ate 
we, if we persecute a person of the score of lis 


religion, when every precept of Christ is diame» 


tricully opposed to such conduct. _ Does not tie 
Almighty act as a Father over all? Does he 
deal out the bounties of Nature with amore niz- 
gardly hand to the Jew, the Tork, the Persian, 
or the Indian, than he does to the Christian? And 
among the inaumerable sects of Christianity, has 
ever evinced a partiality for any Ove 48 particu- 
lar? Are they pet all satisfied that ae showers 
on them peculiat marks of his favour? Does not 
our Saviour tell us, thatGop maketh bis stn to shine 
on the evil and ow the good, and sendeth the rain 
an the just and eo the unjust. Lee me ask the fu- 
rious bigot whether faith is not a gift of heaven ? 
nd #f so, whether the want of it can be a vice ? 
We did not frame our intellectual faculties, nor 
can we command the decision of our understand. 
ing, which is complétely passive, and modified 
entirely by the impressions we receive from ex- 
ternal objects, Lf our friends or neighbours haye 
the misfortune to err in judgment through their 
confined views or prejudices, we ought kindly 
toargue the mutter with them, ‘using mild per- 
suasion, and the hest reason we are possessed of, 
instead of rancorous abuse andl virulent depre- 
cation, But should oar charitable solicitade for 
the good of their souls ultimately prove. abortive, 
we ought then, if we are real Christians, and 
have a greater respect for Jesus than fot Calvin, 
Luther, or Arminius, te pity and pray for them, 
that God might giwe them grace, faith, and di- 
Vine light, to comprehend his inscrntable myste- 
ries, which too ofien confound the fallible rea- 
son vf ws short-sighted mortals. 

‘* Opinions,” says the author of Materials for 
Thinking, ** are only of consequence as they 
‘lead to actions.” And it appears that many of 
the most learned. and pious Divines have been 
decidedly inimical to persons: being persecuted 
for their religious opinions. Dr. Watson, the 
venerable Bishop of Landaff, who, like Dr. 
Blackstone, wrote a veryingenious “* Apology,’ 
declares to Mr. Gibbon ;—‘* It would give me 
much uneasiness to be reputed an enemy to free 
euquiry into religious matters, or capable of 
being animated into any degree. af perse- 
nal malevolence against those who differ from 
me in opinion. . On the contrary, t look 
fpon th & right of private judgment in every 
concern respecting Goo and ourselves, pies 
perior to the controul of human authority; a0 
have ever regarded free discussion’‘as the de 
means of ilhustrating the doetrine,.and esta 
blishing the fruth of Christianity. Let the fal- 
lowers of Mahomet and the zeajots of the Church 
of Rome, support their sevenal religious system 
by damping every effort of the human intellect 
to pry into the foundations of their faith; bu 
never can it become a Christian fo be afraid of 
being asked aireason of the faith that is in him: 
nor 2. Protestant to be studious of envelopis 





his religion in.mystery and ignorance. 
Reservit ny tier ears fora tate of 
ortunit ‘leave t 

Sbligediriend,  ERASMUS INS 
London, loth Dec. 1814. apes 





ee ee 
Pd 


7 . 
‘ : 


- Pristed:angBublished by J. MORTON, My, Sraeds coc, 





aS. 


? 





et eee eee elke Oe 




















